1998, was "Pediatric Care in the 21st Century"; the Journal is once again pleased to present its proceedings. A thrilling aspect of this year's Symposium was an address by Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president of the Children's Defense Fund. As Dr. Joel Alpert observed when he introduced Dr. Edelrnan, her words are indeed powerful; she sounded a call to action at the Symposium, a call that must be heard for the sake of the children she cares so much about.
Dr. Edelman was a worthy recipient of the 1998 Margaret E. Mahoney Award; indeed, one might say that the award was itself honored by her reception of it.
A special feature of the fourth annual Mahoney Symposium, unique to this issue, is a cadre of papers by investigators from the Commonwealth Fund. These papers include several developed from addresses given at the Symposium and several that are relevant to the Symposium topic, but were not presented there.
The scope of the fine work of the Commonwealth Fund is richly evident in the collection of papers; however, given the long-standing commitment of the Fund to bettering the health of the powerless in our society, this high quality is not surprising. Dr. Karen Davis, the Fund's president, puts the Fund's work into perspective in her overview.
Those of us of a certain age may experience a sense of deja vu when examining the papers in a special section on accessing useful information from on-line databases and the Internet generally: the proliferation of terms and acronyms reminds one rather powerfully of the "alphabet soup" of the New Deal of the 1930s. However, the papers in this section, introduced and summarized by Dr.
Roz Lasker of the Academy, will prove to be a valuable tool in helping us to make optimal use of the information that is available on line. To be sure, there is a good deal of it, so much so that the task of accessing it is daunting and must be cut down to size. The papers in the special section do that, admirably.
This issue presents two Original Articles, both well worth reading. Dr. Shuter and his colleagues examine the pharmacoeconomic impact of antimicrobial therapy for peptic ulcer in an urban jail population. The setting is unusual, but the science is well done and well reported. Sills and colleagues report on their study of changing patterns of hysterectomy in New York State; they note that total abdominal hysterectomies are performed less frequently than in the past, and that the use of supracervical hysterectomy has increased markedly. They examine the economic impact of this shift and observe that further investigations are warranted.
The classic paper offered in this issue, Dr. Merrill's discussion of the pioneering use of hemodialysis, dates from 1952. The artificial kidney, as it was then known, has been a lifesaver in the literal sense of the word, and it is instructive to note the many uses of the procedure, foreseen by Merrill, that are still indicated today.
In his commentary, Dr. Schwartz notes the improvements that have occurred and can be expected in hemodialysis, and he also comments on the eventual obsolescence of the procedure for some of its indications as kidneys for transplantation become more widely available. Nevertheless, the artificial kidney still plays an important role, testifying to the "classic" nature of the work reproduced here.
We conclude this issue with a book review. Immunotherapy, high-dose chemotherapy, gene therapy, and stem cell transplantation are among the newer tools used by clinical oncologists. The volume reviewed in this issue helps to make this aspect of cancer care more understandable and is, as the reviewer notes, to be recommended.
The Editor
